UNIVERSITY OF NAIROBI
SCHOOL OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

SBT 521: ANGIOSPERM SYSTEMATIC

Course Description, Rationale and Goals: This is an advanced study of plant taxonomy that will provide
the student with a broad understanding of the working principles of systematic botany aided by an
opportunity to gain an understanding of the major groups of flowering plants found throughout East Africa
and the world in general. The goal is to provide the student with a foundation for and knowledge of the
relationships between and among flowering plants based on evolutionary principles. Laboratory emphasis
will be on knowledge of the major families of flowering plants.

Schedule
Lectures

NogakrowdpE

Introduction- definitions, and general characters of angiosperms
Methods and principles of biological systematics

Classification of flowering plants- historical

Taxonomic evidence- structural, biochemical & molecular
Overview of green plant phylogeny

Diversity and classification of angiosperm

Systematic treatment of east African angiosperm families

Practicals

Structure and terminology used for flowering plants: General vegetative and Reproductive
characters

Preparation and use of keys

Specimen preparation and identification

Characteristics and economics of selected angiosperm families
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Evaluation: will be based on two CATSs and project (30 marks) and a final written exam (70 marks)

Project: Will be a written term paper on a topic to be proposed by the student, subject to approval by
the instructor.



